Document Based Question

Directions: Read the key question and analyze the documents that follow.

KEY QUESTION:

Assess President Eisenhower’s constitutional justification for his decision to send federal
troops to Little Rock, Arkansas, to enforce a federal court’s order to integrate public schools.

DOCUMENTS:

A. The United States Constitution, 1789

B. The Tenth Amendment, 1791

C. The Fourteenth Amendment, 1868

D. “Terrence Roberts and Two Arkansas National Guardsmen,” September 4, 1957

E. Telegram from Little Rock Mayor Mann to President Eisenhower, 6:24 PM, September 23, 1957
F. Proclamation 3204, September 23, 1957

G. Telegram from Mayor Mann to President Eisenhower, 9:16 AM, September 24, 1957
H. ExecutiveOrder10730,September24,1957

. “Operation Arkansas: A Different Kind of Deployment Photo,” September 25, 1957

. “Bayonet Point,” September 25, 1957

K. Eisenhower’s Address to the Nation, September 24, 1957
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DOCUMENT A

THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION, 1789

The executive power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America. ... The President
shall be commander in chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, and of the militia of the
several states, when called into the actual service of the United States. ...He shall take care that the

laws be faith-fully executed....

* Summarize these constitutional duties of the President.

e What is the militia?

DOCUMENTB

THE TENTH AMENDMENT, 1791
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states,
are reserved to the states respectively, or to the people.

* If a power is not given to the national government in the Constitution, who keeps
it?

DOCUMENTC

THE FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT, 1868
No state shall ... deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.

* Put this clause of the Fourteenth Amendment in your own words.

UNIT 3 | PRESIDENTS & THE CONSTITUTION: 2010 Bill of Rights Institute | 103



DOCUMENTD

“TERRENCE ROBERTS AND TWO ARKANSAS NATIONAL GUARDSMEN,”
SEPTEMBER 4, 1957

°* What date was this photograph taken?

* What duties do the National Guard members seem to be carrying out with respect
to student Terrence Roberts?
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DOCUMENTE

TELEGRAM FROM LITTLE ROCK MAYOR MANN TO PRESIDENT EISENHOWER, 6:24
PM, SEPTEMBER 23, 1957

* When was this telegram sent?
e What is Mayor Mann’s message to the President?
e How does Mann describe the “agitators”?

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/telegram-woodrow-wilson-mann-mayor-little-rock-to-
president-eisenhower
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DOCUMENT F
PROCLAMATION 3204, SEPTEMBER 23, 1957

* What does President Eisenhower order the people gathered in
front of Central High School to do?

* What constitutional authority does he claim?

https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-3204-obstruction-justice-the-state-arkansas

IMMEDIATE RELEASE September 23, 1957

James C. Hagerty, Press Secretary te the Prosident

— e . e e s pam— e e L e
- — e
—- — —_— -_

THE WHITE HOUSE
U, 5, NAVAL BASE
NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND

(OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE IN'THZ STATE OF ARKANSAS
BY'THL PR=SIDENT OF THZ UNITEZD STATES OF AMERICA

A PROC_LAMTiDN 1
BRIF AT

WHEREAS, certain persons in the Stats of A :
{ndividually and in unlawful assembliges, umh:lﬂnn:m:; o
conspiraciss, have wilfully obstructed the enforcemeant of srdars
of the United StatenDistrict Court for the Sastorn District of
Arkansas vith respect to mattors relatiag o cnrellment and
Attendance at public schools, particularly at Central High School,

located'in Littls Rock School Distiict, Little Rock, Arlansas; and

WHEREAS, such wilful obatruction of hinders
ﬁa:wuunnk l.:f‘p the laws :u..:j'sﬁtu and of the United -’“'“s‘;;;..,'ﬁi"“
makes it impricticable to enforce such 1a rdina
S BT T s Fce such laws by the ordinazy course

VHEREAS, such obstruction of justice consti r
of the equal protection of the laws -'am‘ua!( by the Geu:(u:::q: ?!ﬁ
United States and impedes the course of justice undar thos, laws:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Dwight D, Eisenhe President
of the United States, under and by virtue of the aﬂho::t;’ n::id in
me by the Constitution and Statutes of the United States, including
Chapter 15 of Title 10 of the United States Cods, paxt e
f:m :3:_. 333 and 334 thereof, do commandall poxsons cngaged

3 . d all !
i ;;mnm : of justice to cease and desist therefrom, and to

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set
and caused the Seal of the Unihﬁ.stluu of America m?:md.

DOHE at the City of Newport, Rhode Inland this twnmty-third
day of September in the year
of gur Lord ninsteen hundred
and fifty-seven, and of the
Independence of the United States
of Americs the one hundrod and
eighty-socond,

(SEAL)
DVIGHT D. EISENHOWER
By the President:
JOHN FOSTER DULLES

Secremry of State
(over)

UNIT 3 | PRESIDENTS & THE CONSTITUTION: 2010 Bill of Rights Institute | 106


https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-3204-obstruction-justice-the-state-arkansas

DOCUMENT G

TELEGRAM FROM MAYOR MANN TO PRESIDENT EISENHOWER, 9:16 AM,
SEPTEMBER 24, 1957

When was this telegram sent?

How does the message in this telegram differ from Mann’s telegram in Document E?

Why is this significant?

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/telegram-woodrow-wilson-mann-mayor-little-rock-

arkansas-to-president-dwight-d-eisenhower

|
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(e WESTERN UNION e

wmbons | Ldeferred chare : MNLe=bight Letter

C|EMEE| . TELEGRAM ez

W B MARBHALL, Fesemanr
The Eling eime. s h-nl-n dw-dutlhnn dum-k wrbegranm ls STANDARD TIME st polad of origin, Time armduus'mﬂnmml wt podrt of dednation

: ‘{ESTERDAY PEOPLE ARE CDNVERGING On THE SCEI"JE FROM ALL -

e

L A = .

np323 P _LRAOO6 LONG PRD RX=L|TTLEROCK ARK 24 916AMC‘

PRESIDENT DWIGHT D EISENHOWEH"‘
T_HE _WHITE HOUSE _NEWPORT RIl=

1S MUCH LARGER 1N NUMBERS AT 8AM THAN AT ANY. TIME |

DIRECTIONS MOB 1S ARMED AND’ ENGAGING IN FISTICUFFS AND !

DTHER ACTS OF U!GLENCE. SITUATIOM IS OUT OF CONTROL AND

PDLICE'__C:\NNDT BISPERSE THE MOB 1 AN F'LEADING TO YDU AS .
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES [N THE INTEREST CIF

THE IMMEDIATE NEED FOR FEDERAL TROOPS 1S unaEﬁT.'TuE_pqs

HUMANITY LAW AND ORDER AND BECAUSE OF DEMDCRAC‘{_WORLD
b e S e e B et e

_THE COMPANT WILL AFFRECIATE SUSGESTIONS FAOM 1TS PATRONI CONCERNING LTS SERVICE

WESTERN UNION .z=

TELEGRAM (30, o i

W, P HARSHALL, rassisssy
m;hm [T fh.d-ell.uu\ Aemuluaqumn STAMDARD TIME st patnt of oebgin. Tine of tecripe s STARDARLD TIME at point of dnsdnadon

&

YWIDE TO PROVIDE THE NECESSARY FEDEBAL TROOPS 'I‘I'ITH]N_ ]
fSEUERAL HOURS « ACTIDN BY YOU Wi1LL RESTORE PEACE AND
'DRDER 'AND COMPLIANCE WITH YOUR FRDC’LMMTION—

----- WDODROW ?“LSON MANN MATOR OF LITTLEROCK AHKI’[NBAS"\

Y WLL A 1GNNS FROM-ITE CONCIRMING [T3 JERVICE
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DOCUMENTH
EXECUTIVE ORDER 10730, SEPTEMBER 24, 1957

EXECUTIVE ORDER 10730

PROVIDING ASSISTANCE FOR THE REMOVAL OF AN OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE
WITHIN THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

... WHEREAS the command contained in ... Proclamation [3204] has not been obeyed and willful
obstruction of enforcement of said court orders still exists and threatens to continue....

Section 1. I hereby authorize and direct the Secretary of Defense to order into the active military
service of the United States as he may deem appropriate to carry out the purposes of this Order,
any or all of the units of the National Guard of the United States and of the Air National Guard of
the United States within the State of Arkansas to serve in the active military service of the United
States for an indefinite period and until relieved by appropriate orders.

SEC. 2. The Secretary of Defense is authorized and directed to take all appropriate steps to enforce
any orders of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Arkansas for the removal
of obstruction of justice in the State of Arkansas with respect to matters relating to enrollment and
attedance at public schools in the Little Rock School District, Little Rock, Arkansas....

°* What type of document is this?
°* Why does Eisenhower refer to his earlier proclamation (Document F)?
* What action does Eisenhower “authorize and direct” in Section 1?

e What action does Eisenhower “authorize and direct” in Section 2?
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DOCUMENT I

“OPERATION ARKANSAS: A DIFFERENT KIND OF DEPLOYMENT PHOTO,”
SEPTEMBER 25, 1957

* What date was this photograph taken?

* What duties are the members of the 101st Airborne Division carrying out with
respect to the African American students?

* Why might this photo have been entitled “A Different Kind of Deployment Photo”?
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DOCUMENT J
“BAYONET POINT,” SEPTEMBER 25, 1957

e What duties are the members of the 101st Airborne Division carrying out with
respect to the integration protestors?

* How does this action compare with the one depicted in Document D?
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DOCUMENT K

EISENHOWER’S ADDRESS TO THE NATION, SEPTEMBER 24,1957

Our personal opinions about the [Brown v. Board of Education] decision have no bearing on the
matter of enforcement. ...During the past several years, many communities in our Southern States
have instituted [integration] plans. They thus demonstrated to the world that we are a nation in
which laws, not men, are supreme. I regret to say that this truth—the cornerstone of our liberties—
was not observed [at Central High School in Little Rock]....

The very basis of our individual rights and freedoms rests upon the certainty that the President
and the Executive Branch of Government will support and insure the carrying out of the decisions
of the Federal Courts, even, when necessary with all the means at the President’s command. Unless
the President did so, anarchy would result. There would be no security for any except that which
each one of us could provide for himself. ...Mob rule cannot be allowed to override the decisions of our
courts.

The running of our school system and the maintenance of peace and order in each of our States
are strictly local affairs and the Federal Government does not interfere except in a very few special
cases and when requested by one of the several States. In the present case the troops are there,
pursuant to law, solely for the purpose of preventing interference with the orders of the Court. The
proper use of the powers of the Executive Branch to enforce the orders of a Federal Court is limited
to extraordinary and compelling circumstances. Manifestly, such an extreme situation has been
created in Little Rock....

* What does Eisenhower mean when he says the US is “a nation in which laws, not
men, are supreme”?

°* What “certainty” does Eisenhower call the “very basis of our individual rights and
freedoms”?

°* What two conditions does Eisenhower state must be present in order for the federal
government to interfere in state and local affairs?
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